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The Road To Sustainability
Begins With Innovation

movemant grow and change

for years and find that time
and lime agan both comparves
and indiicisals tail 10 realize a
smpla fact.  Grean may be
good - but sustanabiity = bet
fer. Recycling has become part
of e playbook Icr mary com-
pares looking 10 handle their
wWasa In a more responsibie
way. Tha guestion & -"how do
we make # truly sustainable?*

I ‘ve been watching the green

Reoycling is a central compo-
nent of runreng & mom aficiant
busingss, and I1s & vital step n
tha quast for achlaving sustain.

Dasiry Slvager

able busingss  operations
While genarating signiticant
economic banedits lor busNass
recychng also s the driving
force bahind the *green* move
ment 1oday. In lact, the Office of
Ihe Fedaral Environmental
Exaculiva astimasas that rocy-
chng and remanulaciuring
ndustries account for approx-
mately one milion manufactur-
Ny jobs and more than $100
Dilion in revenue

While the envircnmaental bane-
fits of recycing are well knawn,
the busines= and economic
benelits ol récycling are also

significant. By tuming waste
iMo valuable, raw materials,
racycling creates jobs, bulds
mare competithg manulfaciur-
ing mdustnes and adds value to
businass and our economy.
Recycing promoles commundy
ang  busness  develcpment
whila, praventing polution, say-
INg |NSrgy, and redusng graen-
house gas emissions

Profes suffer when a company
Wastes resources. Whather the
waste comes in the form of post
consumer plastic bags o as
excess heal n a manudactring
plant, it = nol onfy ineftickent
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but detrimental 1o the bottom
ine. Recycling can help con-
serve costs all alang the supply
chain, from material and energy
costs to transportation and pra-
duction expenses. Wal-Marl
CEC Lee Scolt said It best whan
he setl a zero-waste goal for the
cost-canscious retailer in 2005.
“Think about o, if we have to
throw it away, we had to buy
first. So we pay twice. Once to
get it, once to have it taken
away."

Major corporations have alraady
started Implemanting sustain-
able business strategies. For
example, Sudbaru says 99.8% of
the plam's refuse is recycled or
reused, preventing almast an
waste fram landlills. Included in
that number is a small portian,
aboul 5%, that goes 1o a waste-
{o-energy plant that burns waste
o make steam to  heat
Indianapalis’ downtawn. Subaru
is one of a growing number of
companies claiming or working
toward ‘zero landfill® status.
While success earns publiic rela-
tions praise, reuse and racycling
also cuts costs 1o the tune of
millicns of dallars a year.

Like Subaru, other companies
have discovered thal recycling
isn't just public relations. Being
green can save some real
green, Landlill disposal costs
are continuing o increase, ang
simuitansously local govarn-
ments are mandated by the
state 1o reduce landhll waste
disposal avery year.
Businesses nationwide will be
affecled by such mandates via
higher parbage disposal cosis.
Raocycling helps businesses
avoid disposal costs associated
with landfills and incmarators,

A growing number of companies
are damonsirating that recycling
and rause programs can be
cost-competitivea with disposal
options. Thes is particularly true
If companies consider the “full
cost® of solld waste disposal and

account for the environmantal
and other negative Impacts of
waste generation, Recyciing
and waste reduction can keep
these costs under control,

What 15 missing 5 innovation
that makes tha business case
and the environmental benafits
more compelling and desirable.
Companies that innovate suc-
cend, They are maore profitable
and adapt well to marke!
changas. With the ‘green wave'
swaeping the nation, many fums
find themselyas grapping with
how to take racycing to the naxt
level and how to tum their wasta
inlo new revenua streams

Technalogy and processes exisl
today that make it possible 1o
truly close the recycling laop for
businesses and consumers
alike. Companies should begin
exploring the ways they are
addressing wasie through new
innovative recycling technclo-
gies, products designed to have
zere waste lifecycles, and how

companies are reporting their
prograss to customers and regu-
lators. That is how we take the
concept of green and Qo one
step further towards genuine
sustainability,

Thase innovative recycling solu.
tions are a key 1o long-term
growth, Recycling stimulates
the development of green tech-
nalogy, and allows for and
encourages the development of
more environmentally friendly
products. The vast supply of
low-cost materials from recy:
clers has spurred many busi-
nasses to develop these types
of cutting-adge technologies
and products.

Businesses are starting 10
explore ways that designers can
integrate and promole greeng:
lifestyles, harnessing approach-
05 such as:

* Bio-mimicry:
spired by nature
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USA: 888.9351011
Canada; 952.95%5,3862
Call for a FREE DEMO or view at
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TRACK YOUR ROLL-OFFS
with FASTPACE Software

TRACKING * BILLING

S * DISPATCHING

EXSng pategrates with
OuickBooke and Paactitree
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ALONG THE WAY

Continged from page 39

* Cradle-to-cradle: racycling
systams

* Green chemistry: less- or
non-toxic alternatwes o petro-

chemscals

* Local sourcing: 1o reduce
transport anergy usa and amis-
san

A Zeco Waste stratagy is a sound
business sirategy that. when
integrated into business cperas
tans, provides a sustainable way
ta identdy, pravent and reduce
wasle, Limiied resources and
foreign dependency of commodi-
bas are starting to take their tall
on this country. Businasses
nationwide need to innavata and
take on sustainabibity Iriatives
now, bepnning with rabust recy-
cling programs. Business savvy
Americans understand that our
saciety and corporate systems
must begin o mimi nature and
move from primasily lingar prod-
uct litecyeles 1o cyclical product
lifecycles

Zaro wasle promoles reuse and
racycling, as well as the ncorpo-
ration of designs thal consider
the antire product lite cycle. The
new designs will aghere to a cer-
fain sal of sustainable standards
that will also serve 1o reduce
©os1s, reduce virgin matenal usa,
nicrease use of recycled matari-
als. create more durable product
Mecycles, and aase disassamdly
at and of e

Sustainability 15 about closing the
kop. It is a total solution that
wilh vision and innovative solu-
tions can forge a new era for the
recycling industry, product devel-
coment and the environmental
mavement in the Unéted Stales.
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